The Department of Transportation (DOT) sees as part
of its overall mission the need to curtail and prevent the
alarming rise in criminal acts involving all forms of
transportation.

Efforts of the Department in this area have focused on
aviation and its allied fields, in particular on aircraft
hijackings and cargo thefts.

Background. The overall mission of the Department is to
develop national policies and programs for fast, safe,
efficient, and convenient transportation at the lowest
possible cost and to assure the coordinated and effective
administration of Federal transportation programs. The
Department was created on October 15, 1966, by P.L.
89-G70, and it began operation on April 1, 1967.

The Department does not have authority to prosecute
under criminal statutes. But it can and does set security
standards in the name of safety and it cooperates with
the Department of Justice in efforts to apprehend and
punish violators.

Matters of concern to the Department range from
illegal charter flights which violate Federal regulations
to the smuggling of narcotics and dangerous drugs into
and throughout the Nation.

But aircraft hijackings, extortion, and cargo thefts
remain the most vexing crime problems for the
Department.

Aerial Piracy Prevention

The issue of aircraft hijacking was raised dramatically
in September 1970 when Palestinian guerrillas hijacked
five aircraft, including two American aircraft, and blew
them up while holding passengers and crew hostage.

The President ordered immediate action. He directed
that armed guards be placed aboard U.S. commercial air
carriers and that the Department of Transportation be
the focal point for a coordinated antihijacking program.
That program involves the Departments of State, the
Treasury, Justice, and Defense, and the air transport
industry.

Following the Palestinian guerrilla hijacking, the scope
of efforts to combat the hijacking problem was enlarged.
The Secretary of Transportation established an Office
of Civil Aviation Security in October 1970, This Office
formulated policies and broad overall guidance to the
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), which assumed
operational responsibility for the antihijacking program.

In the summer of 1971, the Office of Civil Aviation
Security was incorporated into a new office, the Office of
Transportation Security, and placed under the Assistant

Secretary for Safety and Consumer Affairs. The new Of-
fice has broad responsibilities covering all forms of trans-
portation, with specific emphasis on civil aviation secu-
rity, cargo security, and program development.

Other aviation security problems. Other problems in
this area include the theft of small planes for use in smug-
gling narcotics and illegal drugs across the southern
borders into the United States.

Larger planes, operating under various subterfuges, are
being used to transport such items as livestock, grain, and
flowers illegally into the country.

Other Major Activities

The Department also operates the following programs
that are related to Federal law enforcement and criminal
justice assistance activities:

The Coast Guard, second largest entity within the De-
partment of Transportation after the FAA, has broad and
diversified responsibilities in law enforcement, These
range from cooperation with other Federal agencies to
prevention of pollution of domestic waters as well as crime
on the high seas.

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) lias
the authority to probe alleged irregularities and impro-
prieties in Federal aid and direct Federal highway
programs.

Two other administrations in the Department clo en-
gage indirectly in law enforcement activity, The National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) issues
a variety of grants to State, county, and local law enforce-
ment organisations, and the Urban Mass Transportation
Administration (UMTA) has issued grants to study van-
dalism on buses and assaults on drivers.

Federal Aviation
Administration

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) operates a
number of programs relating to Federal law enforcement
and criminal justice assistance activities.

These programs center, primarily, on antihijacking
efforts, including civil aviation security and international
security.

Other programs involve drug-abuse prevention, air-
craft theft and smuggling, Federal criminal intelligence
and information, assistance to State and local law enforce-
ment agencies, and organized crime.
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